
Silly About Systems! 

     Whether you are 

looking at the atomic 

structure, ecosys-

tems or the layers of 

the Earth, it’s all 

about systems!  This 

year we will be look-

ing through the lens 

of “systems” to help 

us focus on our sci-

ence curriculum.   

6th Grade will be 

looking at Earth sys-

tems; the interior of 

the Earth, to plate 

tectonics, to the rock 

cycle, weather and 

the solar system.   

7th Grade will be 

investigating life sys-

tems starting with 

the building blocks of 

life, the cell, to body 

systems, classifica-

tion systems and 

ecosystems. 

8th grade will be 

starting with the 

atom itself, then 

moving out to 

chemical compo-

nents, energy, and 

simple machines.  

Assessment of stu-

dent learning will be 

done in a variety of 

ways;  lab experi-

ments, research re-

ports, tests, quizzes 

and projects.  Every 

student will be re-

quired to complete 

an individual Sci-

ence Fair Project 

to assess their ability 

to apply the scien-

tific method to an 

area of personal in-

terest.  Daily home-

work will be as-

signed to help stu-

dents practice new 

skills, prepare for lab 

activities, and apply 

new knowledge to 

their everyday lives.  

Homework should 

take no longer than 

20 minutes a night, 

depending on the 

ability of the stu-

dent.  It is due the 

next class period 

unless otherwise 

noted.  Late work is 

accepted ONLY with 

an “It’s Not Late” 

pass, which students 

will receive a limited 

number of the first 
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week of school.  It is bet-

ter to turn in an incom-

plete assignment on 

time!  If a student is 

struggling with an as-

signment, please contact 

me BEFORE the assign-

ment is due.  This allows 

me the opportunity to 

assist the student and 

adjust due dates, if 

needed.  If a student 

needs help with any work, 

I am available most days 

after school and in home-

work club once a week.   

As part of the science cur-

riculum, 6th and 7th stu-

dents will participate in an 

extended field trip in May. 

6th grade will be going to 

Marine Headlands and 7th 

grade will be visiting Yo-

semite. More information 

will be coming throughout 

the year.  

Welcome to Middle School Science! 

Required Daily Supplies: 

• Binder/binder paper 

• Pen/pencils & erasers 

• Pencil sharpener 

• Hole reinforcers 

• 4 highlighters 

• 12 colored pencils 

• Assignment Book 

• Completed Homework 

• Leave covered text-

book AT HOME! 
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2) Be Responsible 

• Bring your own supplies 

every day 

• Bring completed assign-

ments to class 

• Do your part in class and 

team activities 

• Help other’s to focus in 

class 

• Act in a safe manner at all 

times 

• Use class supplies only for 

their intended use 

 

Every middle school student 

is expected to maintain 

proper behavior in and out-

side of the classroom.  The 

classroom rules are simple.  

1) Be Respectful 

• Of other people’s feelings 

• Of other people’s belong-

ings 

• Of school equipment and 

materials 

• Of Ms. Garske  

• Of class animals 

• Of other people’s and 

your own learning needs. 

I have read an understand 

this course outline. 

____________________ 

Student Initials 

 

_____________________ 

Parent Initials 

Rules Of The Road 

Garden Project 

This year all middle school students will be utilizing 

our new Life Lab garden as a living laboratory.  

The students will have their own garden plot and 

will be working on individual as well as team ex-

periments throughout the year.  Since this will in-

volve getting dirty, every student is encouraged to 

bring an apron or old shirt to wear over their uni-

form.  Hand tools are provided by the school, but 

students can bring gardening gloves if they wish.  

Aprons and gloves will be kept in a grade level box 

in the science lab until needed.  Please have all 

personal articles labeled with the students name 

and grade.  We are also starting a school-wide re-

cycling program.  Students will be involved with 

collecting and sorting of recycled materials.  Pro-

tective equipment will be provided for this activity. 
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